Quebec and the Quiet Revolution
Quiet Revolution - term used to describe the period of major reforms in Québec that lasted from 1960 to 1966.  A Toronto journalist coined the term to describe wide-ranging political, social, economic, and cultural changes in Québec. These changes were revolutionary, in that they fundamentally altered conditions in Québec, but were also quiet, in that they were generally non-violent.

Quebec before the Revolution

Quebec, at the beginning of the twentieth century, was 75 percent rural. The rural parish was seen as the most significant unit of Quebec society. Life in the rural parishes was thought to be more desirable than life in the cities. People were better off if they were not too involved in business, if children received only a religious, elementary education, and if children remained part of a large family living on a family farm. 

The problem was that rural Quebec families were very large and each son needed a farm to support his family. There was not enough good land to make this possible, so the choices were either to farm on marginal lands away from the river valleys, move south to the United States, or move to cities, particularly Montreal. 

By 1921 Quebec was 50 percent urban. Urbanization began to affect Quebec society in many ways. Light industry (textiles, shoes) located in Quebec, attracted by low wages and cheap electrical power. By 1920, the contribution of manufacturing to Quebec's economy had grown to 38 percent. Quebec farmers found they could not compete with western wheat producers and switched to dairy farming. This tied rural Quebec more closely to the urban economy. 

Maurice Duplessis became the dominant force in Quebec's political life. He used conservative nationalism to get elected premier and be the champion of an autonomous Quebec. These views led him to adopt the fleur-de-lis as the Quebec flag and to turn down federal funds from Ottawa for roads and universities. Faced with social change, Duplessis believed that protection and expansion of agriculture was the way to restore and stabilize Quebec society. He tried to attract investment from outside Quebec by controlling unions. High wages and strikes were a threat to Quebec. Duplessis stood against the "evils" of communism, materialism, atheism, and trade unionism. 

Eventually, Quebecers began to question Duplessis's approach. Support for union workers during the asbestos strike in 1949 was an early indicator of the new thinking in Quebec. People like Pierre Trudeau began to question the conservative paternalism behind Duplessis' policies.

The Richard Riot

The Incident

On March 13, 1955, Richard was given a match penalty for intentionally injuring Hal Laycoe, after he had been deliberatally struck in the head with a hockey stick by the player, in a game against the Boston Bruins. Laycoe had highsticked Richard in the head during a Montreal power play. The referee signalled for a penalty to be called, but play was allowed to continue because the Canadiens had possession of the puck. Richard indicated to the referee that he'd been injured, and then skated up to Laycoe -- who had dropped his stick and gloves preparatory to a fight -- and struck Laycoe in the face and shoulders with his stick.  During the resulting fight Richard hit linseman Cliff Thompson twice in the face.  
After the incident NHL president Clarence Campbell suspended Richard for the remainder of the regular season and the playoffs.  At the time this was the longest suspension ever given out and was considered by many to be to severe, especially in Montreal.
The Riot

Public outrage from Montreal soon poured in. Local radio call-in shows became so inundated with calls that radio stations were begging people not to call in. For his part, Campbell did not budge, and announced that he would be attending the Habs' next home game against the Red Wings in four days.

Midway through the first period, Campbell arrived with his fiancée. Outraged Habs fans immediately began pelting them with eggs, vegetables, and various debris, with more being thrown at him each time the Red Wings scored, who built up a 4-1 lead. The continuous pelting of various objects stopped when a tear gas bomb was set off inside the Forum, not far from where Campbell was sitting.

The tear gas bomb and forfeiture had also altered the mood of the incident, turning it destructive and violent. A riot ensued outside the Forum, causing $500,000 in damage to the neighborhood and the Forum itself. Hundreds of stores were looted and vandalized within a 15-block radius of the Forum. Twelve policemen and 25 civilians were injured. The riot continued well into the night, with police arresting people by the truckload. Local radio stations, which carried live coverage of the riot for over seven hours, had to be forced off the air.

The Effect

The Richard Riot has taken on a significance greater than a mere sports riot in the fifty years since it happened. The sight of French Quebeckers rioting in defense of a Quebecois cultural icon like Richard has led many commentators to believe that it was a significant factor in Quebec's Quiet Revolution of the 1960s.

The Quiet Revolution
The Liberal government and Premier Jean Lesage set out to promote the interests of French business. In the 1962 election, the Liberals were reelected with the slogan Maîtres chez nous (Masters in our own house). The Lesage government brought the province’s larger hydroelectric utilities, which English Canadians had mostly owned and controlled, under provincial control. As these firms were integrated into the existing Hydro-Québec network, French became the dominant working language, and Francophones soon occupied most managerial positions. Hydro-Québec was a great achievement for French Canadians; they now controlled the primary producer and distributor of electrical power for the entire province. Lesage’s government also established many other state-owned corporations and created an investment institution, Société Générale de Financement, to provide capital for private (primarily Francophone) enterprises. 

The government also introduced major educational reforms to increase the education of the Francophone population. It wanted to produce a more qualified labor force and was guided by the findings of a comprehensive inquiry on education conducted by the Parent Commission. The government established a ministry of education in 1964 and created regional school boards. Although the school system continued to be divided along denominational lines, with a majority of Catholic and a few Protestant school boards, the clergy ceded its supervisory role to the new government department. The government greatly increased public funding to universities and laid the groundwork for the creation of post-secondary Collèges d’Enseignement Général et Professionnel, or CEGEPs (Colleges of General and Occupational Education). 

The government also displaced the Catholic Church in the area of health and social services. It took over the administration of hospitals from the church, and it created the Québec Pension Plan, which parallels the national Canada Pension Plan. It also formed the Caisse de dépot et placement du Québec to invest the Québec Pension Plan’s funds, and the Régie des rentes du Québec to administer the plan. It also overhauled Québec’s labor code, notably providing the right to strike for public-sector workers.

These measures and others rapidly expanded Québec’s government and the public sector. By and large, these structures functioned in French and served to create new opportunities for Québec’s Francophone middle class. However, the Lesage government encountered some resistance to its reforms. Implementing such a large-scale program of reform cost money, and taxes in Québec increased greatly as did the province’s debt. The Anglophone business community strongly opposed bringing the hydroelectric utilities under provincial power, and some elements of the church, unwilling to lose control of the school system, resisted many of the educational reforms. Many of the province’s rural and conservative Francophones were also uneasy with the government’s reforms. Opposition from various groups contributed to the Liberal Party’s defeat in 1966, despite all it had accomplished for Québec.

During the years of the Quiet Revolution, the reform of education and health and social services profoundly affected Québec society. The church’s role and influence in provincial affairs was greatly reduced, and the level of services available to the general public increased significantly. The effort to expand opportunities for Francophones in the upper levels of the economy had a more limited effect—at least in the private sector. In the short term, the growth of the public sector absorbed the increasing number of graduates of Québec’s French-language universities.

The Effects

One of the most enduring legacies of the Quiet Revolution was that it marked a critical change in French Canadian nationalism, transforming it into an explicitly Québec nationalism. In the past, Québec Francophones had subscribed to the idea of a French Canadian nation that extended beyond Québec to other parts of Canada. With new emphasis on the provincial state, however, Québec alone became the basis for a French Canadian nation. 
By the same token, French Canadians increasingly saw the provincial government as their national government. Québec Francophones began to refer to themselves as Québécois (Quebecker) rather than as Canadien français (French Canadian). Also, as French Canadians began to play a larger role in Québec society, they began to challenge the Canadian social order and their role in it. They had new demands for biculturalism, bilingualism, and special status in the Canadian Confederation. These demands were deemed necessary to preserve and develop a distinct French Canadian culture.

This growing Québec nationalism, which the Lesage government encouraged, had a major impact on the province’s relations with the rest of Canada. The Québec government argued that, in order to modernize Québec society and create new opportunities for Québec Francophones, it would have to take over programs, especially in social policy, that the federal government currently administered. Since the provincial government would be administering these programs, it argued that it would require a much larger share of the taxes paid by Québec residents. 

During the period of the Quiet Revolution, especially after Lester Pearson became prime minister in 1963, the federal government met some of the Québec demands. The federal government allowed Québec to take over its programs of youth allowances and university loans, and to withdraw from federal-provincial programs in such areas as social assistance. The federal government gave Québec the money that would have been used for the programs. The federal government also created a Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism. This commission recommended measures to ensure the development of the Canadian Confederation on the basis of an equal partnership between its French- and English-speaking founders. The Québec government had begun to assume a different role than that of the other provinces. 

The process of accommodating Québec nationalism came to an end in 1968 when Pierre Trudeau became prime minister. A staunch defender of the federal system, he opposed special status for any province. Viewing nationalism as a divisive force, he declared that Canada, not Québec, was the homeland for all French Canadians, but nationalist sentiment in Québec had already been unleashed. It produced a strong movement that advocated Québec’s secession from Canada as the only means to protect the French Canadian culture.

The FLQ and the October Crisis
The Front de libération du Québec (Québec Liberation Front), commonly known as the FLQ, and sometimes referred to as Front de libération Québécois was a left-wing terrorist group in Canada.  Founded in the early 1960s, it supported the Quebec sovereignty movement.

Since 1963, the FLQ had exploded several bombs, which killed six people. While mailboxes, particularly in the affluent and predominantly Anglophone city of Westmount, were common targets, the largest single bombing was of the Montreal Stock Exchange on February 13, 1969, which caused extensive damage and injured 27 people.
The October Crisis

On October 5, 1970, members of the FLQ's Liberation cell kidnapped James Richard Cross, the British Trade Commissioner as he was leaving his home for work. Shortly afterwards, on October 10, the Chénier Cell kidnapped the Minister of Labour and Vice-Premier of Québec, Pierre Laporte. Laporte was coming from a meeting with others, discussing the demands of the FLQ. After denying the demands, Pierre Laporte was immediately kidnapped by the FLQ (although it is still not known how the FLQ knew of the decision so quickly).

In the following days, FLQ leaders held meetings to increase public support for the cause. Consequently, a general strike involving students, teachers and professors resulted in the closure of most French-language secondary and post-secondary academic institutions. On October 15, 1970, over 3000 students attended a protest rally in favour of the FLQ. Demonstrations of public support contributed to subsequent government actions.

On October 17, callers to a radio station announced that Laporte had been murdered and divulged the location of the map which led to the discovery of his body.

The FLQ released a list of demands for Cross's release.

1. the release of 23 "political prisoners". 

2. FLQ members who were out on bail at the time of the kidnappings, would be allowed to leave Quebec if they wanted. 

3. all family members of the "political prisoners" and those out on bail would be able to join them outside of Quebec. 

4. $500,000 in gold 

5. the broadcast and publication of the FLQ Manifesto 

6. the publication of the names of the police informants for terrorist activities 

7. an aircraft to take the kidnappers to Cuba or Algeria and while doing so they would be accompanied by their lawyers. 

8. the rehiring of about 450 Lapalme postal workers who had been laid off because of their support of the FLQ 

9. the cessation of all police search activities 

As part of its Manifesto, the FLQ stated: "In the coming year Bourassa (Quebec Premier) will have to face reality; 100,000 revolutionary workers, armed and organized."

Reaction

The federal government announced both its intentions to enact legislation to deal with the fundamental issues that led to the incident and its intention to enact the War Measures Act to deal with the terrorists.

Early in December 1970, police discovered the location of the kidnappers holding James Cross. His release was negotiated and on December 3, 1970, five of the terrorists were granted their request for safe passage to Cuba by the Government of Canada after approval by Fidel Castro.

As a result of the invocation of the War Measures Act, civil liberties were suspended. By December 29, 1970, police had arrested 453 persons with suspected ties to the FLQ. Some detainees were released within hours, while others were held for up to 21 days. Several persons who were detained were initially denied access to legal counsel. Of the 453 people who were arrested, 435 were eventually released without ever being charged.

In July 1980, police arrested and charged a sixth person in connection with the Cross kidnapping. Nigel Barry Hamer, a British radical socialist and FLQ sympathizer, pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 12 months in jail.

In late December, four weeks after, the kidnappers of James Cross were found. Paul Rose and the kidnappers and murderers of Pierre Laporte were located in the corner of a country farmhouse basement. They were tried and convicted for kidnapping and murder.

The events of October 1970 contributed to the loss of support for violent means to attain Québec independence, and increased support for the political party, the Parti Québécois, which took power in 1976.

